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www.LibertyStarCredit.com              281-830-8888 

ñRaise your credit score and save thousands!ò 
 

A higher FICO score will help with homeowners insurance, car insurance, 

car loan payments, personal loans, mortgage loans and job opportunities. 
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¿ usted un Es residente 
legal 
(Are you a legal resident?) 

 

The year was 1974.  

The city was Hous-

ton.  I was a young 

rookie cop. 

 Back then I arrested 

a great many people 

who I had reason to 

suspect were illegal 

aliens but only after I had probable cause 

to detain them for some criminal offense, 

such as a traffic violation.  Mind you I did 

not óchargeô them with illegal immigration, 

I merely held them for INS to deal with.  

On what basis did I determine they were 

likely not a citizen?  I used several ólitmus 

testsô. 

Did they have any, ANY identification 

and if so did it appear in order?  Having no 

ID, I looked further. 

If they were in a vehicle, was it regis-

tered to them?  Or someone with the same 

surname?  If not, I looked further. 

Did they speak English?  If not, I 

looked further. 

I asked them if they were an American 

citizen?  If they said no, I would detain 

them for INS. 

If they said yes, and had not committed 

a crime I felt they should go to jail for, I 

would let them go.  If they had committed 

an offense I should arrest them for, I 

would notify INS of their detention. 

I did not need a special law like the one 

soon to be passed by the Texas legislature, 

I used the same federal law then that we 

have now. 

That kind of reasoned approach to ille-

gal immigration enforcement by street 

cops still sounds logical to me.  Back then 

we did not question the legality of unfortu-

nate people who were victims of crimes.  

Nor did we question individuals who were 

simply going about their daily lives.  Only 

those who we suspected of committing 

some criminal act, including traffic viola-

tions. 

Somewhere in the last forty years 

something changed.   Being in this country 

illegally somehow became a ócivil rightô.  

Even the act of daring to ask a person if 

they were a citizen violated their rights.  

Using that reasoning, asking a blonde, blue 

eyed person if they were an American citi-

zen became politically incorrect because 

we did not ask masked middle Easterners 

carrying AK47s if THEY were a citizen.  

It has become insane. 

But Texas Republicans are starting to 

take a stand.  They are starting to step up 

to the plate, like Arizona and more and 

more other states and say óEnough is 

enoughô.  We cannot keep such an open 

mind that our brains fall out. 

No more will departments across Texas 

be able to prohibit its officers from deter-

mining if a person they come into contact 

with is possibly an illegal alien,  at the risk 

of losing state funding. 

Of course this new law has outraged 

some segments of the community.  Espe-

cially those that are sensitive to the His-

panic community voters. "This bill is open 

season on Latinos," said Sen. Mario 

Gallegos, D-Houston, "This bill is the 

most racist, Latino-bashing, anti-

immigrant bill I've ever seen." 

It seems Sen. Gallegos has missed a 

crucial point.  The bill is open season on 

ILLEGAL immigrants, not the legal ones. 

Sen. Carlos Uresti, D-San Antonio. 

"Any furtive glance or misstatement can 

put you under suspicion. All that matters is 

the color of your skin and if you have an 

accent. I shouldn't have to prove I'm a citi-

zen." 

Here too I disagree.  Anyone who does 

not feel they should have to prove their 

citizenship are the very ones who should. 

One newspaper account warned of  

ñrogue cops targeting Latinosò.  Oh come 

on, puleeeeze. 

An opinion I do agree with came from 

Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst who said, "Drug 

traffickers and transnational gangs should 

think twice before they step foot in Texas.ò 

If this bill becomes law, and you are 

authorized to determine a personôs legiti-

(Continued on page 7) 


